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Olive and Watson were instructed to recover Calcutta,
to attack the jSTawab in his capital, if they deemed it
necessary 5   and in the event of war between England
and France   to   capture   Chandernagore.      It was   also
arranged that they should seize Dacca, and divide the
plunder amongst the Calcutta  sufferers.     The Govern-
ment of Madras  appointed Olive  Commander-in-Chief
in Bengal, with complete military and political control
over the expedition and supplied him with such funds
as  he  required.      He  was   only to   acknowledge   Mr.
Drake as governor in civil and commercial affairs.     At
the time the expedition sailed news had reached Madras
that  war  with  France   was   imminent,   and   that  the
French were going  to   send  a  large  fleet with three
thousand soldiers to Pondicherry.     Olive was in con-
sequence ordered to return with all the troops in April.
The firmness and decision with which Olive met the
difficulties  inherent to the conduct   of   an   expedition
organised   and  undertaken   in   the   circumstances   de-
scribed  above will appear in   the   sequel;  his letters,
written a few days before he left Madras, are full of
confidence.    "I flatter myself/7 he writes to the Directors,
"that this expedition will not end with the taking of
Calcutta only, and that the Company's estate in those
parts will be settled in a better and more lasting con-
dition than ever.    There is less reason to apprehend a
check from the Nawab's forces than from the nature of
the climate and country.    The news of a war may like-
wise interfere with the success of this expedition; how-
ever, should that happen, and hostilities be committed in
India, I hope we shall be able to dispossess the French of
Chandernagore, and leave Calcutta in a state of defence-"